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Support the Ktunaxa 
Economy! 

  Most Ktunaxa citizens 
make all their purchases 
outside their own com-
munities because there 
aren’t Ktunaxa-owned 
businesses on their re-
serve. 

  Money spent outside 
Ktunaxa communities 
contributes to the well-
being of others and not 
to the Ktunaxa. 

  This feeds the cycle of 
dependency on other 
communities and other 
levels of government. 

  In order to build a Ktu-
naxa economy it is vital 
to support community-
based entrepreneurs and 
businesses. 

  To keep money in the 
community use Ktunaxa 
goods and services 
whenever you can! 

many of our people. Hav-
ing the Holmes Group 
involved in this project is 
one step towards safer 
and healthier communi-
ties for our people and I 
commend Mike Holmes 
and his team for recog-
nizing this and working 
with us.” 

  The AFN and The 
Holmes Group plan to 
select a First Nation 
community in Ontario as 
a pilot project where they 
will assist in the retro-fit 
of existing housing units, 
the construction of new 
houses, community 
buildings and incorpo-
rate innovative and in-
dustry-leading green 
technologies and clean 
energy sources, inte-
grated with the natural 
environment as well as 
First Nations concepts of 
family, health and tradi-
tions. The pilot project 
will lead to the creation 
of a First Nation Commu-
nity Planning Tool that 
can be used by all First 
Nations.  First Nations 
citizens will be involved 
in this work so the initia-
tive will build skills and 
capacity as well as infra-
structure. 

  “The neglect and poor 
conditions for housing 
found in many First Na-
tions communities must 
be addressed immedi-
ately,” says Mike 
Holmes. “And for the fu-
ture of our country we 
need to build real com-
munities that not only 

serve the residents but 
also give back what they 
take from the land. Our 
development must take 
the example from the 
original stewards of this 
land whose culture is inti-
mately connected to our 
natural environment and 
resources.” 

  The two parties have 
committed to establishing 
a First Nation Centre of 
Excellence on green and 
sustainable community 
design that will be under 
the leadership of the AFN.  

  The First Nation Centre 
of Excellence will provide 
guides to planning tools, 
models, best practices 
and design practices to 
any First Nation commu-
nity in need. 

  The AFN and the 
Holmes Group will con-
sider which Ontario First 
Nation community will be 
the site of the pilot project 
over the next month. An 
announcement will be 
made once the commu-
nity is selected. 

Spay and    
neuter vouchers 

The –akis“nuk First Na-
tion has spay and neuter 
vouchers from the Cran-
brook SPCA. They are for 
sale to Band members at 
cost ($60 for dogs and 
$40 for cats) and are ac-
cepted at the Invermere 
Veterinary Hospital. Call 
Adrian 342-6301. 

Mike Holmes coming to Ontario reserve 
Winnipeg – Assembly of 
First Nations National 
Chief, Shawn A-in-chut 
Atleo and “Canada's 
Most Trusted Contractor” 
Mike Holmes of “Holmes 
on Homes” and The 
Holmes Group, signed a 
statement of partnership 
at the AFN 31st Annual 
General Assembly. The 
agreement establishes a 
new pilot project that 
aims to assist in building 
homes, enhance commu-
nity design and planning 
and utilize appropriate 
green technologies and 
clean energy sources to 
improve health and living 
conditions in First Na-
tions communities, as 
well as establishing a 
First Nation Centre of 
Excellence on green and 
sustainable community 
design.  

 “We are very excited to 
partner with Mike 
Holmes and The Holmes 
Group on this new initia-
tive that will help to build 
homes, develop new 
skills and capacity, pro-
tect the environment and 
engineer better commu-
nities for First Nations 
people,” National Chief 
Atleo said. “Too many of 
our communities are 
struggling with rundown 
and substandard housing 
and community infra-
structure. This creates a 
whole spectrum of re-
lated social problems, 
from poor health to poor 
performance in school 
and to poverty for too 










