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 Coming events at the –akis“nuk First Nation 
  March 1 to 5:  

  The Band Hall hardwood 
floor will be resurfaced. The 
hall will be unavailable 
during this week 

  Tuesday, March 9: 

  Band election meeting, 
March 9, 6 p.m. at the Band 
Hall 

  Friday, March 19: 

  Akisqnuk Amazing Race. 
Fun games focused on Ktu-
naxa Culture. Food and 
dance to follow. Call 
Dolores, 342-6301, for 
more info. 

  Ktunaxa Language kits:  

Ktunaxa Language kits from 
the KNC Traditional Knowl-
edge and Language Sector 
are available at the Band 
office. These include lan-
guage CDs and books and 
can be mailed to you or 
picked up in the office. 
Contact Stephanie (250) 
342-6301 for info 

  Have you moved? If you or 
a family member has 
moved in the past while, 
please make sure that the 
Band office has the updated 
contact information. This 
will help your community 
keep in touch with you. 
Please call Donna (250) 

 A membership 
meeting about 
the 2010            
–akis“nuk First 
Nation Band 

election is 
scheduled for 6 
p.m. on Tues-
day, March 9 at 
the Band Hall. 

  An Akisqnuk First Na-
tion member is sought 
to sit on the planning 
committee for the up-
coming 2010 KNC, July 
13 to 15 in Bonner’s 
Ferry, Idaho. 

  If you are interested in 
working with members of 
the other communities on 
this, please call Adrian 
(250) 342-6301 at the 
office or Bertha Andrews 
at KNC, 1-800-324-4118. 

342-6301 

    KNC Employment: Mike 
Guarnery is at the Band 
Hall the third Thursday of 
every month to work on 
Career planning with any 
interested AFN member 
  Ktunaxa Language:  
  Classes have resumed, 
every Thursday,11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the Health Centre. 
Snacks provided 
      Kootenai Falls Cere-
mony: 
  The annual Kootenai Falls 
trek will be held June 11, 
2010 
   

Band Election Meeting, March 9 

  Early morning: 

  The sun rises over the Rocky Moun-
tains east of –akis“nuk on Friday, 
February 26. 

  Spring has come early this year and 
the snow on the valley floor is almost 
completely gone. 

  Allan Nicholas has made 
an arrangement by which he 
is contacted when game 
wardens come in possession 
of an edible animal that they 
have destroyed. From time 
to time meat will be avail-
able. If you are interested to 
have Allan contact you when 
he has meat available, get in 
touch with him at (250) 342-
6338.  
Calling Ktunaxa Men: 

  Ktunaxa men interested in 
learning and speaking the 
language are asked to con-
tact Nelson, (250) 342-0270. 

ˆi‡u“ 

2010 KNC AGA in Bonner’s 

  Snowboard Star: Congratulations to 
Faro Burgoyne for finishing first in the 
East Kootenay zone High School 
snowboard race in Fernie on February 
10. Faro will compete at provincials in 
Trail on March 1,2, and 3. Good luck 
Faro. 
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cess, environmental 
work, traffic control, dust 
control, general labour, 
surveying, safety, secu-
rity, etc. 

  Opportunities will be 
available in a few differ-
ent ways: 

 Nupqu Development 
Corporation 

 Direct business op-
portunities 

 Through other con-
tractors 

  There are a few ways to 
make sure your interest 
is known as a business 
owner or someone look-
ing for employment. 
Businesses: Register 
your business on the BC 
Transmission Corpora-
tion business directory at 
www.bctc.com/vendors_
opportunities AND regis-
ter your business in the 
Ktunaxa Business Direc-
tory by calling Rosemary 
Phillips at (250) 420-

  Work on a new power 
line planned to be built 
between Invermere and 
Golden is scheduled to 
begin this year. 

  Called the Columbia 
Valley Transmission Line, 
the project will provide 
opportunities for Ktunaxa 
Nation citizens in both 
business and employ-
ment. 

  Opportunities will most 
likely include forestry ser-
vices, clearing, road ac-

2727 or email rphil-
lips@ktunaxa.org 

Employment: Register or 
update your current reg-
istration with the Ktunaxa 
Nation Employment De-
partment database AND 
watch for opportunities 
posted on the Ktunaxa 
website - 
www.ktunaxa.org - as 
well as in the Band office 
and on the KNC Employ-
ment job board. 

Jobs for Ktunaxa citizens on the Columbia Valley Transmission Line Jobs 

  The League of Native Republi-
cans Youth Group has been up 
and running since the end of 
October.   
  The youth group incorporates 
activities that provide education 
and fun while learning about 
culture, crafts, yoga, cross coun-
try skiing, self exploration 
through art and making masks, 

bowling, healthy rela-
tionships, and movie 
night. 
  In addition, the youth 
group is planning a year
-end trip for the end of 
May and is fundraising 
to meet that goal. 
  The league is for youth 
13 to 18 years of age. If 

One day at a meeting I 
made a statement referring 
to the original core fami-
lies at –akis“nuk and the 
hurt words in response 
from one of my relatives 
shocked me. 
  It was then that I realized 
that there are members of 

our community who feel 
they are excluded and 
may not know their 
roots. 
  The words of my rela-
tive stuck with me and 
each time I remember 
them I say to myself ‘I’ll 

do something about it’ 
  Well today is the day I 
want to share some his-
tory with each and every 
one of you. 
  In 1886 Chief Michel 
and five other families: 
Madias/Tatley and an-

other brother; Sam; Ar-
bel; Abel; and Kye took 
land here. 
  We are all connected to 
one of these families 
whether it is through our 
Ktunaxa mothers or our 
Ktunaxa fathers.  

Words from an elder: Emilia Danyluck 

Youth group: come and join the fun 
you are interested in coming out 
to the youth group please con-
tact Angelle Colli (250) 342-
6379 or email 
acolli@ktunaxa.org.   There are 
still three months, left for this 
year: March, April and May,  
 Youth Group meets every Mon-
day, 4p.m. to 7p.m. Locations 
vary depending on the activity. 

mailto:acolli@ktunaxa.org�
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  Spay and Neuter Vouch-
ers: The –akis“nuk First 
Nation has purchased 
spay and neuter vouchers 
from the Cranbrook 
SPCA. The vouchers will 
be sold to Band members 
at cost ($60 for dogs and 
$40 for cats) and are ac-
cepted at the Invermere 
Veterinary Hospital. This 
is a very low cost and no 
additional services are 
covered with the vouch-
ers. Call Adrian 342-

6301.    

    Ktunaxa Playing Cards:  
Ktunaxa playing cards are 
still available. Come by 
the office to pick yours up. 
If you live off-reserve call 
the office or email 
adrian@akisnquk.org at 
and a deck will be mailed 
to you. 

  Akisqnuk Amazing Race 
March 19: Games focused 
on Ktunaxa Culture. Food 
and dance to follow. Call 
Dolores, 342-6301, for 

Lakeshore jobs available 
Lakeshore campground is 
hiring the following posi-
tions: campground man-
ager; maintenance man-
ager; security; pump truck 
driver; labourers; store 
front operator; grounds-
keepers; handyman/

carpenter. Please send 
cover letter and resume to 
the Akisqnuknik board of 
directors, 3046 Highway 
93/95, Windermere, B.C., 
V0B 2L2 or email 
rose_adc@telus.net 

From David Thompson Secondary Aboriginal Education Support Workers 
spiring to hear the stu-
dents practice amongst 
themselves. We will keep 
you posted. 

  "Elders in the School 
Program" is getting under-
way. The first project will 
be moccasins. 

  The Dancers of Flowing 
Waters had been practic-
ing and sewing up a 
storm in order to perform 
for the public on January 
22, 2010 for the Olympic 
Torch Relay celebrations 
in the valley. 

  We performed at the 
Akisqnuk, Fairmont and 
Windermere communi-
ties. It was a very cold 
day, but we all kept warm 
because we danced our 
hearts out. We wouldn't 
have had amazing regalia 
without the help of some 
very special people. 

The University of British 
Columbia is offering First 
Nation youth from grades 
eight to 12 a chance to 
head to Vancouver this 
summer to learn more 
about science and health 
care and careers in those 
fields.  

  Here are some details of 
the fun summer program: 
It promotes interest in the 
field of health and human 
service programs through 
first hand experience at 
the University of British 
Columbia, Vancouver, 
B.C.; it consists of two, 
one-week sessions where 

students stay on campus 
for one week. The first 
session is for grades 10-
12, July fourth to tenth, 
2010, and the second 
session is for grades 
eights and nines, July 11
-17, 2010. 

Students who have com-
pleted any grade be-
tween eight and 11 and 
are of First Nations, Inuit, 
or Métis Ancestry, are 
encouraged to apply. 

  Please see Education 
Coordinator Stephanie 
Sam (250) 342-6301 for 
more information. 

  Congratulations to Faro 
Burgoyne Early Grad of 
2010! Job well done 
Faro. 

 Congratulations to Mar-
tina Shovar Invermere 
Rotary Exchange Stu-
dent 2010-2011 to 
France!!!!! 

  Good Luck Faro Bur-
goyne. Faro is going to 
the Snowboard Provin-
cials with the David 
Thompson Secondary 
School Snowboard Team 
as they placed first in the 
East Kootenays! 

 Akisqnuk Honour 
Roll  Student for 1st Se-

mester: Congratulations 
to Tina Shovar  on your 
honour roll achievement! 

  Ktunaxa 101 has begun 
at David Thompson Sec-
ondary through an on-
line-course from the Col-
lege of the Rockies in 
Cranbrook. Some of the 
language classes are 
held in our Aboriginal 
education room and oth-
ers are at the College 
next door.  We have 
seven students lead by 
Barb Cote.  On Thurs-
days Elders visit us to 
practice. It has been very 
fulfilling and it is so in-

  We would like to thank 
Dianna Tegart, Wendy 
Brennaman, Sasha 
Smith, Linda Reynolds, 
Serita Chrona, Louis Du-
bois, Dorothy Warbrick 
and Richard Williams for 
all their help in making 
our regalia. We couldn't 
have done this without 
the help of our parents 
and Angelle Colli from 
Ktunaxa Kinbasket Child 
and Family who helped 
with transportation to and 
from all the events. 

  We would also like to 
thank the Windermere 
Community, and the 
Akisqnuk Band for their 
generous donation to the 
Dancers of Flowing Wa-
ters for dancing at the 
2010 Olympic Torch Re-
lay celebrations. 

- Barb Cote and Debra 
Fisher 

Odds n’ ends 

Students: are you interested in science 
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–akis“nuk First Nation  
3050 Highway 93/95, 

Windermere, B.C. 
V0B 2L2 

(250) 342-6301 
 

This newsletter is pub-
lished by Adrian Bergles, 

Communications  
Coordinator,    

–akis“nuk First Nation  
 

Your thoughts are wel-
come. If you have a story 

you’d like to put in the 
newsletter or anything 

for Adrian to add, email 
adrian@akisqnuk.org 

 
Get your newsletter 

online at: 
www.akisqnuk.org 

Support the Ktunaxa 
Economy! 

  Most Ktunaxa citizens 
make all their purchases 
outside their own com-
munities because there 
aren’t Ktunaxa-owned 
businesses on their re-
serve. 

  Money spent outside 
Ktunaxa communities 
contributes to the well-
being of others and not 
to the Ktunaxa. 

  This feeds the cycle of 
dependency on other 
communities and other 
levels of government. 

  In order to build a Ktu-
naxa economy it is vital 
to support community-
based entrepreneurs and 
businesses. 

  To keep money in the 
community use Ktunaxa 
goods and services 
whenever you can! 

  The podium at the Van-
couver Olympics used 
for the pairs figure skat-
ing and the team short 
track speed skating is 
made from Western 
Larch - k’ustit’ in Ktunaxa 
- donated from the Ktu-
naxa Nation community 
forest. This is one of 23 
different podiums being 
used at the Vancouver 
Olympics. 

  The podium was used 
by the Canadian 
women’s short track 
speed skating team of 
Jessica Gregg, Kalyna 
Roberge, Marianne St. 
Gelais, and Tania 
Vicent, after they took a 
silver medal in the ladies 
3000m relay on Wednes-
day, February 24. 

  This fulfilled a wish 
from Ktunaxa Nation 
Chief Treaty Negotiator 
Kathryn Teneese who 
said before the games: 
“The Ktunaxa are very 
proud to be a part of the 
2010 Vancouver Olym-
pics, and hope to see 
many Canadians atop 
the podium made from 
our donation of Western 
Larch. The larch or 
k’ustit’ in our language, 
adapts to seasonal 
change and is symbolic 
of the Ktunaxa people’s 
ability to endure and suc-
ceed through adversity.” 

  In Ktunaxa tradition, 
when the Creator was 
first making trees, k’ustit’ 
was not satisfied with its 
qualities and complained 

to the Spirit, wanting to 
be different. So the Spirit 
started naming options -  
trees that bear fruit, flow-
ers or different leaves, 
but k’ustit’ insisted on 
being unique. Eventu-
ally, after listening to on-
going complaints, the 
Spirit agreed k’ustit’ 
would be different from 
any other tree. To this 
day you pick out k’ustit’ 
in the fall when, as the 
temperature drops, its 
needles turn a brilliant 
golden colour before fal-
ling off - the only conifer 
(evergreen) in Western 
Canada that sheds its 
needles each year. 

  “It is with great pride 
that Nupqu donated larch 
for an Olympic podium,” 
said Bob Luke, Nupqu 
Development Corpora-
tion Director and To-
bacco Plains Band 
Council member. “It is an 
incredible opportunity to 
share our wealth of natu-
ral resources with the 
rest of the world.” 

  The podium is 619 cen-
timetres long, 185 centi-
metres deep, 60 centi-
metres at its tallest point 
and is assembled from 
227 pieces of Western 
Larch. 

  British Columbia’s Min-
istry of Forests and 
Range sourced the wood 
and coordinated podium 
production. The rough 
lumber was converted to 
panels at Metro Vancou-
ver’s Bayview Millworks, 

and cut into complex 
shapes using sophisti-
cated computer controlled 
machinery at the Univer-
sity of British Columbia’s 
state-of-the-art Centre for 
Advanced Wood Process-
ing. The podium was as-
sembled at Canadian 
hardware retailer RONA’s 
Vancouver 2010 fabrica-
tion shop. 

  The Ktunaxa Nation 
Community Forest covers 
a total area of 20,000 hec-
tares over two parcels of 
land in the Elk Valley, 
near Fernie in an area 
known as the Dominion 
Coal Blocks. The forest is 
managed by the Nupqu 
Development Corpora-
tion. 

  The Ktunaxa have oper-
ated the community forest 
since 2004. Late last year 
a 25-year renewal agree-
ment was signed. 

  Community forest agree-
ments are area-based 
tenures that enable com-
munities exclusive rights 
to harvest lumber, as well 
as opportunities to man-
age other resources such 
as botanical products, 
recreation, wildlife, water 
and scenic viewscapes. 

- Article written with infor-
mation borrowed from the 
Ktunaxa Nation Council 
and the British Columbia 
Ministry of Forests and 
Range. 

Olympic podium built from wood donated by Ktunaxa 
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